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In a notice on p. 288 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 285-7. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal” will 
be found on pp. 282-3. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for War is prepared to receive tenders for 
the supply of :— 


Tenders for 
Supplies to the and bran, 
> 


Royal Hibernian 
Military School, 

a 5. Soap, soda, &c., 
cm for the use of the Royal Hibernian Military 


School, Phoenix Park, Dublin, during a period of six months from 
1st October, 1902. 


3. Bacon, butter, cheese, and eggs, 
4. Groceries, 


A 
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Forms of tender and conditions of contract, may be obtained on 
application by letter addressed to the Commandant, Royal Hiber- 
nian Military School, Phoenix Park, Dublin, or in person between 
the hours of 10 and 4 o'clock, where any enquiries as to the 
method of delivery, approximate quantities required, &c., should 
be made, and no tender will be entertained unless made upon the 
form so obtained. 

The tenders are to be delivered at the War Office, Pall Mall, 
S.W., by 12 o’clock noon, on Wednesday, the 27th inst. 


NATAL. 


The “British and South African Export Gazette” of Ist inst. 
Labour-saving states that, according to reliable information, 
~< adhe the scarcity of native labour in Natal is having 
_ the effect of causing planters and farmers to 
have recourse to labour-saving machinery to an extent not pre- 
viously known in that Colony. As a consequence, this is creating 
an opening for agricultural and other appliances which should be 
attentively watched by English manufacturers. 


Sugar-cane Ploughs.—The plough is now used for planting sugar- 
cane on the Natal coast flats, where the loose nature of the soil 
has been usually held to be unsuited to its use. There is also 
some talk of using steam ploughs, especially on the Isipingo flats. 
Any specially suitable design of plough for this purpose would 
certainly meet with hearty welcome. 

Mechanical Cane-cutters.— Cane-cutting by machinery is also a 
desideratum long looked for, and any device responding to 
requirements would be readily taken up. At present the most 
promising implement of the class known is the pneumatic cane- 
cutter used in Queensland, the introduction of which into Natal 
would certainly be profitable, provided it answers requirements. 


Bag Sewing and Filling Machinery.—In some Natal sugar 
factories the Timewell bag-filling, weighing, and sewing machine 
has been introduced with marked success, and its general adapta- 
tion is only a matter of time. 

Sand-filters—-Complaint is made of the filter now commonly 
used for filtering sugar-juice as being both expensive for labour 
and upkeep, and trials are being made of sand-filters ; but some 
of those imported have not yielded the result desired. In this 
department manufacturers would do well to take fresh stock of the 
whole question, with the view of improving patterns in use or the 
substitution of others. 

Electric Appliances—The employment of electricity is one of 
the features of the labour-saving movement, and one firm has laid 
down an electric-power plant at Umhlati, drawing the power from 
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the Umvoti River, four miles distant. Electrically-driven centri- 
fugals have already been installed in one factory—at Esperanza—- 
and the result of their working is being watched by planters 
generally with interest, as belt-driven water centrifugals are 
always unsatisfactory, owing to the treacle rotting the belts, 
besides being expensive, especially when the power is generated 
by a pump. 

Plantation Tramways.—The increased use of tramlines is one of 
the noteworthy features of sugar estates, only five having them 
eight years ago, whereas all the larger estates now use them, The 
tram locomotives usually employed do not give satisfaction for 
various reasons, and there is room for the introduction of improved 
types. Their chief fault is their lightness and small draught; the 
most satisfactory one in use is a four-wheel coupled, weighing 
about seven tons, and drawing a respectable load. It requires, 
however, a heavier rail than the usual gauge pattern. On the 
score of expense, planters are prone to choose light rails and 
equipments, but there is no doubt that a 20 lbs. to 30 Ibs. rail on 
a 20 in. or 24 in. gauge, with proportionately heavier equipment, 
is the more serviceable. 

Electric Locomotives.—Electricity has not yet been introduced 
as the motor force on tramway lines, but it would seem that the 
essentials of electric locomotion, of lightness of parts with high 
traction power, naturally fits it for adaptation to the requirements 
of sugar plantation tramways. 


According to the “ Anglo-African Argus” of 22nd ult., the capital 
Electric of Natal (Pietermaritzburg) is going to have a 
Tramway Plant, *y%te™ of electric traction. According to the 
v plans drawn up by the borough engineer and 
the borough electrical engineer, it is proposed to construct one 
mile of double track and four and a-half miles of single track. 
The gauge i3 to be 4 ft. 84 in. The cost of the undertaking is 
estimated at about 75,000/. The chief items are buildings, 
12,000/.; plant, 12,0007.; permanent way, 22,000/.; overhead 
construction, 8,8001.; and car equipment, 9,0001. 


BRITISH WEST AFRICA. 


In * Agricultural News,” the organ of the Imperial Department of 
West Indian Agriculture of the West Indies, it is stated 
§ that at a recent meeting of the Barbados 
—— Agricultural Society a letter was read from a 
merchant in Senegal, West Africa, suggesting that the principal 
firms in Bridgetown might agree to export, as an experiment, a 
shipload of muscovado sugar to West Africa where, he stated, 
there is a very good market for sugar, and that West Indian 


a2 
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ee could be regularly placed at the Gambia, Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, Lagos, Nigeria, and the Congo. 

The suggestion that the West Indies might find a remunerative 
market for some of its sugar in West Africa has already been 
discussed by Sir Robert B. Llewelyn, Governor-in-Chief of the 
Windward Islands, when he was Administrator of the Gambia 
in 1899. The following extract is taken from the report on the 
Gambia Blue Book for the year 1898.* 

“ No muscovado sugar is imported, but I am sure it would be 
appreciated by the natives to mix with their ‘ pap ’"—a preparation 
of pounded corn—if it could be obtained in handy packages. 
Sugar packed in bagging gets moist in this damp climate in 
lightly constructed native huts; but I think if it could be put up 
in tins or kegs, which could be retailed here at a dollar or two 
dollars a package, it would take.” 

* Colonial Report, Annual, 264. 


RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


According to the “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of 15th/28th ult., 

Railwa the question of the construction of a railway 

Const > between Blagovestchensk and Sretensk will be 
shortly decided in the affirmative. 


RUSSIA—MANCHURIA. 


According to a report by the Austrian Consul at Moscow, pub- 
Goods lished in “‘ Das Handels Museum” (Vienna) of 
Saleabl. the 24th ult., the following goods find a ready 
sitet sale in Manchuria, viz., piece-goods which 
appeal to the taste of the Chinese; manufactured iron, such as 
tools, implements, &c.; glassware, earthen and enamel ware. 
The latter (enamel ware) especially is widely used, and there is 
consequently a great demand for it on the Manchurian markets. 
Stearine candles, kerosine, matches, and loaf sugar are also in 
great demand. 


NORWAY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
fi from the British Vice-Consul at Christiania, a 

Tenders for notification to the effect that sealed tenders 
Telegraph and narked “ Telegraf-og-Telefonmateriel ” will be 
Dalephone received at the Board of Manager’s Office, 
Material. = Christiania, up to 3 p.m. on the 13th inst. for 
the supply to the Norwegian State Railways of the undermentioned 


| 
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22,000 kilogs. of telegraph wire No. 8—galvanised iron wire 
4°1 to 4°3 mm. diameter. 
5,400 kilogs. of telegraph wire No. 11 —galvanised iron wire 
3:1 to 3:3 mm. diameter. 
3,600 kilogs. of copper wire 2-4 to 2°6 mm. diameter. 
5,900 porcelain insulators. 
5,900 insulator holders. 

Tenders may include part or all of the goods required. Further 
particulars can be obtained on application to the office of the 
Inspector of Telegraphs, Stoners Gade, Christiania. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of from 10 to 
15 per cent. is given to native manufactures. 


The British Vice-Consul at Christiania further notifies that sealed 
tenders marked “Tungeskinner og Kroseing- 


b. sae spidse” for the supply to the Norwegian State 
ah tn - Railways of tongue rails and crossing points 
Soong will be received up to 3 p.m. on Tuesday the 


19th inst. Regulations, conditions and drawings 
may be inspected at the offices of the Line Manager at Christiania. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of from 
10 to 15 per cent. is given to native manufactures. 


NORWAY AND SWEDEN. 


H.M. Consul at Portland (Oregon) reports that there continues to 
, be a good and increasing market in Scandinavian 
Fiatiet countries for pickled horse-flesh. During 1901 
Horse-flesh. some 500 range ponies were slaughtered at 
Portland. This meat is packed under Government inspection and 
is perfectly sound. The Consul adds :—“ I am told it is laid down 
in Sweden at 3d. per lb. The skin and offal of the animal is all 
utilised, nothing is wasted. The packers have orders ahead, and 
expect to double the business next year.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,858.) 


GERMANY. 


The United States Consul-General at Berlin reports, under date of 

Sulphate of Ist ult., that two articles for which there is an 

P 7 active and reliable demand in Germany are 

Copper and Flake sulphate of copper (blue vitriol) and flake 
graphite. 


Graphite. 
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DUTCH EAST INDIES. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Batavia 

Railwa states that a commencement was made early 

4 last year with the construction of a new railway 

between Krawang and Tjipadalarang, by which 

the distance by rail between the westward and eastward of the 

island will be considerably reduced. The new route will then be 

entirely along the Government railways, instead of, as at present, 

running from Buitenzorg to Batavia on the lines of the Nether- 

lands India Railway Company. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,863.) 


Construction. 


SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid ” of 28th ult. contains Orders granting the 
following concessions, viz. :— 


rece a To the San Salvador Spanish Iron Ore Com- 
A oe Cables pany, Limited, for the construction of a wharf 


in the harbour of El Astillero, province of 
Santander, and an aerial cable transporter for iron ore within the 
municipal boundaries of Astillero and Villaescasa ; and to the Vasco 
Asturiana Railway Company for two shipping wharves in the 
port of San Esteban de Pravia. 

The “Gaceta” of 29th ult. contains an Order granting a con- 
cession to Don Onofre Caba to construct on the shore of Torrevieja, 
province of Alicante, a wharf and aerial cable for the shipment of 
salt. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 29th ult. contains a notice calling for 
tenders to be presented up to 2 p.m. on 25th 


S seni inst., and which will be opened at 1 p.m. on 
Work. 30th idem in the Ministry of Agriculture, 


Industry, Commerce and Public Works, Madrid, 
for the work of canalising the River Burnesca in front of Leon, 
province of Leon, at the upset price of 267,445°08 pesetas, or about 
7,6581. The specification, conditions and plans may be seen in the 
office of the Ministry named and in the office of the Civil Govern- 
ment of the province of Leon. A provisional deposit of 13,275 
pesetas, or about 386/., is required to qualify any tender. 


The same “Gaceta” contains an Order authorising the purchase 
by private treaty of iron in columns, cast and 
wrought, steel in small beams, sheets, &e., 


‘ wood and other materials, including hoop steel, 
Materials. that may be required during a year in the 
works under the charge of the military engineers in Pamplona. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 30th ult. contains a notice calling for 

; tenders, to be presented up to 23rd inst., 

— for inclusive, and which will be opened at 1 p.m. 

ng: on 28th inst. in the Ministry of Public Instruc- 

tion, Madrid, for the construction of a building for the Veterinary 

School in Santiago de Galicia, at the upset price of 1,237,397°40 

pesetas, or about 35,918/. 13s. Particulars may be seen in the 

Ministry named, as weli as in the Office of the Civil Government 

of the Province. A provisional deposit of 14,000 pesetas, or about 
4061., is required to qualify any tender. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a notification of the postponement 
iii tin from the 27th to 29th prox., at noon, of the 
Electric opening of tenders for the concession for an 
Preset electric tramway between Vigo and Bayona, 
- announced in the “ Gaceta” of the 27th ult., as 

noted on p. 198 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 31st idem, 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 31st ult. contains a notice calling for 
Tenders for tenders, which will be opened at noon on 
Constructing 8 30th inst. in the “ Direccion General de Sanidad 
Landing Wharf. (Ministerio de la Gobernacion),” Madrid, and 
* in the office of the Civil Government of the 
Canaries, for the works of construction of a landing wharf for the 
Lazaretto of Observation in the Port of Santa Cruz de Teneriffe, 
Canaries, at the upset price of 28,040°32 pesetas, or about 
8131. 18s. A provisional deposit of 5 per cent. is required to 
qualify any tender. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 1st inst. contains a notice postponing 

from the 13th inst. until 13th December next 

Cement. the opening of tenders for the construction 

(using plaster and cement with sand) of the 

cover and pillars of the third reservoir of the canal “Isabel IT.,” 

which were called for by notice in the “‘ Gaceta ” of 13th December 

last. The object of this postponement is stated to be in order to 

give ample time for the circulation in countries other than Spain 

of the notice, so that it might come to the knowledge of the 
numerous companies dealing with this class of construction. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of 2nd inst. contains an announcement 
that an application, accompanied by plan and 
guarantee, for a concession for an electric 
tramway for passengers and merchandise, 
between Almeria and Berja, has been presented by Don Jose de Roda, 


Concession for 
Electric Tramway. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


and that one month is allowed in which other applications for 
the concession on more favourable terms may be presented for 
consideration. 


The same “Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, to be 
Tenders for presented in the Office of the “Sefiales Mari- 
Lighthouse timas,” calle de Moratin, 58, up to 26th inst., 

Works and which will be opened at 11 a.m. on the 
; 30th inst. in the Directorate-General of Public 

Works (Ministry of Agriculture, &c., and Public Works), Madrid, 

for the works required to the lighthouse of La Galea, in the 

province of Vizcaya, at the upset price of 62,393°76 pesetas, or 
about 1,811/. 3s. A provisional deposit of 3,200 pesetas, or about 

921. 17s., is required to qualify any tender. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid ” of 83rd inst. contains a notice calling for 
tenders, which will be opened in 20 days from 
the date of the Gacete,” in the Ofiloe of the 
siuealions Chief of the Telegraph Section, Carretas 10, 
Madrid, for the supply of 50,000 porcelains, 
No. 1 telegraph type, packed in cases or barrels of 200 and deliverable 
in the following six towns, Madrid, Valladolid, Zaragoza, Valencia, 
Cordoba and Barcelona, 5,000 in each, at the upset price of 85 cents 
of a peseta, or about 6d., for each insulator without support. <A 
provisional deposit of 5 per cent. of the amount of the contract 
at the upset price is required to qualify any tender. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a notice Calling for tenders, which 

will be opened at 1 p.m. on the 11th prox. in 

fer the Ministry of &ec., and Public 

edging. Works, Madrid, for the work of dredging the 

port of Andraitx, province of Baleares, at the upset price of 

200,144°11 pesetas, or about 5,8091. 14s. The estimate, conditions, 

and plans corresponding to the work are on view in the Ministry 

named, as well as in the Office of the Civil Government of the 

Province of Baleares. A provisional deposit of 10,000 pesetas, 
or about 290/. 5s., is required to qualify any tender. 


The “Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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ITALY. 


A despatch dated _ inst. a been received at the Foreign Office 

rom the Acting British Consul-General at 

ow —— Genoa forwarding copy of a notice calling for 

Nails and Bolts sealed tenders for the supply to the Italian 

for the Itali Navy of iron nails, small nails and bolts, of the 

Na. estimated total value of 40,417 lire (about 

= 1,5851.), in two lots, viz. :—I1st lot, value 22,292 

lire, 2nd lot, value 18,125 lire, to be delivered at the Royal 
Arsenals at Spezia, Naples, Venice, Taranto and Castellamare. 

Tenders, which must be endorsed on the envelope with the name 
of the tenderer and the object of the tender separately for each lot, 
will be opened simultaneously at the Royal Arsenals at Spezia, 
Naples and Venice at 11 a.m. on the 20th inst., deposits of 2,230 
lire (about 871.) for the Ist lot and 1,820 lire (about 711.) for the 
2nd lot being required to qualify any tenders. 

A copy of the special conditions of tender, together with a 
translation thereof, may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The Italian “ Gazzetta Ufficiale ” of the a ult. contains a notice 
calling for tenders for the supply to the Royal 
at Spezia, Naples, and Venice, of 
oakwood of the estimated total value of 

85,450 lire (3,357/.). 

Tenders will be received up to 11 a.m. of the 16th inst. at the 
Directorate-Generals of the Royal Arsenals at Spezia, Naples, and 
Venice, a deposit of 8,550 lire (3351.) being required to qualify 
any tender. 

The “Gazzetta” containing the above notice may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


H.M. Consul at Naples reports that the opening up of East Africa 
Shipping Trade to is not without its effect on Italy, and the traffic 
nitions Ports both in goods and passengers from Italian to 
aa * African ports right away to Durban is the 


creation of the last few years. This trade is carried on almost 
entirely in German vessels, and should a British company 
undertake a competition on the East Coast of Africa, as is 
anticipated, it will probably be worth their while to call for freight 
either at Naples or at Genoa, or, as the German boats do, at both. 
There is certain to be enormous expansion in this trade before 
very long, and the passenger element will not be unimportant. 
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ITALY—continued. 


In the same report the Consul says that the province of Basilicata, 
Titties tion one of the largest and least known in Italy, 
Werkae Electric is well provided with roads and railways, and 
Geheratin if its rivers were put to a proper use by 
Plant _ irrigation works and were made to generate 
ghia electricity, its mountains replanted and its 
marshes drained, there would be ample means of livelihood for its 
population. A description of the country is given in the report. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,864.) See p. 285. 


The British Vice-Consul at Gioja, Tauro, reports that capital still 

Capital for proves timid as to speculation in Calabria. 

winin mary That there is a great deal of mineral wealth and 

Salitantien of abundant water-power, which might be used to 

tie ter work it is certain, and some day it is to be 

* hoped that the arrival of practical men may 

stait some profitable ventures. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,864.) 


TURKEY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 105 of the “Board of Trade 
Trustworth Journal” of 17th April last, communications 
Agents na have been received at the Board of Trade 
British Trade at through the Foreign Office, giving (a), a list of 
the principal British subjects in Beirut engaged 
in trade with the United Kingdom who are 
stated to be firms of good standing; and ()), a 
list of British agents in Smyrna of high reputation who are willing 
to undertake the importation of British goods. 

These lists may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

The Board of Trade accept no responsibility in furnishing these or 
any other names of traders. 


Beirut and 
Smyrna, 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M.Consul at Portland (Oregon), in his recent report to the Foreign 

Ee Office, gives some data, furnished by a dealer of 

Woollen Hosie long experience in the trade, from which the 
TY: following particulars are extracted :— 

The qualities and shape of the British cotton hosiery goods, which 
are sold in very small quantities in that district, are very superior, 
and should have a larger sale than they have. Few wholesale 
American firms deal in British goods, and then only in limited 
quantities. Many more could be sold. There is a large sale of 
women’s woollen hosiery of British manufacture, but men’s sizes 


j 
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are nearly all of domestic makes, ranging at factory prices from 
7s, per dozen up to 18s. per dozen. Above these prices foreign 
and chiefly British and German goods are used “<P 


British-made wae cotton shirtings have a very large sale. 

tyles are much improved, and colours and 

textures unsurpassed. At present no price 

a seems to deter the purchaser, provided style is 

right. Glasgow cotton fabrics, such as ginghams, are greatly sold, 

as styles and quality are very superior. ‘There is an unlimited 

field for these goods in the United States, and if manufacturers 

were to push them more generally throughout the country, and 

not confine their product to a few houses on the Atlantic coast, 
more could be sold 


Plain linen handkerchiefs are of ready sale. The soft finish is 
Linen preferred to the stiff article. Great improve- 
Handkerchiefs, ent could be made in the designs of em- 
* _broidered goods. They are of too stereotyped 
styles. Much could be learned from the Swiss patterns, which are 
mosi effective. The Irish could beat them altogether in quality, 
but their designers confine themselves too closely to the old lines. 
More versatility is required. This is well known to the distri- 
butor, who can readily dispose of goods with an original design. 
The finish and make of French linen handkerchiefs might be 
studied with advantage. Their high price alone prevents their 
great sale. They have a look, a touch, and finish that at once 
commends them to the trade and the consumer. 
Irish linen cambrics cannot be surpassed. Shirting and sheeting 


Linen Caisbeies linens would sell much better with the soft 
"finish. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,858.) 


MEXICO. 


According to a report by the Belgian Legation at Mexico City, 

published in the “ Bulletin Commercial” 

Paper. (Brussels) of 26th ult., there are several paper 

manufactories in Mexico, but they are unable 

to meet the demands of the public, either as regards quality or 

quantity. At the same time it is pointed out that the industrial 

and commercial development of the country necessitates a 

considerable increase in the consumption of paper from year to 
year. 

The import duties on this article are very high, but the prices 
paid for paper manufactured in the country are very slightly 
inferior to those for paper imported from foreign countries. The 
natural consequence is that the native manufacturer realises large 
profits. 


| 
| | 
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The finer kinds of paper are not manufactured in Mexico. The 
existing establishments, it appears, employ the same apparatus to 
produce papers of different qualities, with the result that the 
articles thus produced are always inferior to the European make. 

As regards cigarette paper, for which there is such a large 
demand in Mexico, it is not made in the country at all. In spite 
of the constantly increasing consumption, all cigarette paper has 
to be imported. 


PARAGUAY. 

According to a report by the French Chargé d’Affaires at Asun- 
cion, published in the ‘“ Moniteur Officiel du 
Floor Tiles. Commerce” of 24th ult., builders in Paraguay 
have recently taken to replacing the defective 
floor tiles made in the country, and which, until then, were alone 
used for flooring purposes in Asuncion, by tiles of foreign origin. 
Ceramic tiles (in compressed cement, earthenware, or baked clay) 
would find, it is said, a certain opening in Paraguay, as the 
climate of the country necessitates the use of tiles in preference 
to wood flooring, and the consumption of this article is increasing 

every day. Names of local firms in the trade are added. 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
H.M. Consul at Portland (Oregon) reports that, to commemorate 

Exhibiti the centennial of the expedition of Lewis and 

pation at Clark, it is intended to hold in Portland an 
Portland (Oregon) 
in 1905 exhibition in 1905. 1 will be on a large scale, 
; and a guarantee company has been incorporated, 
with a capital of 100,000/., under the name of “‘ the Lewis and Clark 
Centennial and Pacific Exposition.” 

Subventions are expected from the State of Oregon, the neigh- 
bouring States and the Federal Government. The Consul adds 
that British merchants and manufacturers might find this a good 
opportunity for increasing their trade with the Pacific Coast States. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,858.) 


ITALY. 
According to the “ Bulletin of 26th ult., an 
. International Exhibition of Viticultural Appa- 
naa ratus will be opened at Conegliano on the 19th 

Viticultural October next, on the occasion of the 25th anni- 

vA: na versary of the foundation of the school of vine 

.“pparal cultivation and wine-making at that town. 

The exhibition will comprise apparatus for lifting pressed grapes, 
continuous wine-presses, cement wine-casks, apparatus for distilling 
the wine and the residuum of the grapes, beaters (“ fouloirs”), wine 
filters, motive power, automobiles and apparatus for heating and 
lighting by denatured alcohol, &c. 
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A memorandum has been received at the Foreign Office, from 
the Acting British Consul at Tainan, on the trade of South 
Formosa. This trade consists chiefly in the export of sugar and 
rice, both of which are cultivated largely in the district, and in the 
cultivation of which foreign-made machinery will, doubtless, 
become more requisite as the benefits to be derived from its use 
are more recognised. At present there is one sugar mill (belonging 
to the Japan Sugar Manufacturing Company—a Japanese company) 
at work in that district, in addition to two rice-cleaning mills, both 
worked by the South Formosa Trading Company. The machinery 
for the sugar mill was, the Consul is informed, imported from 
Germany, while that for the rice mills came partly from England 
but chiefly from the United States of America, American 
prices being about 20 per cent. cheaper than English prices, 
according to the manager of the South Formosa Trading Company. 
As regards the import of machinery, however, this gentleman 
states that his company are likely to become purchasers of 
British goods, and would like to have detailed catalogues and 
price lists, giving full information concerning rice-milling 
machinery, sugar-cane crushing, and brown and refined > 
manufacturing machinery, as well as irrigation machinery. He 
states that the catalogues hitherto supplied to him by British 
firms give very scanty information, as compared with those fur- 
nished by American firms. Apart from machinery there is little 
prospect of any large importation -of British goods direct from 
England taking place. As stated in the Consul’s Report on the 
Trade of Formosa for the Year 1897 (No. 2,149, Annual Series), 


the piece-goods trade is entirely confined to Chinese merchants, 
who make purchases as required in Hong-Kong of goods (chiefly 
refuse, 7.e. leavings) wholesale or at auction, and retail them in 
Tainan and the other large towns of South Formosa. No piece-goods 
are imported direct from England, nor are there any prospects 
that such a trade could be carried on successfully. These remarks 
apply equally at present to other articles of import, with the 
exception of kerosene oil and articles of Japanese manufacture, 


such as matches, beer, cigarettes, and cheap cotton and woollen 
goods. 
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—In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul 
at Prague states that students from the Prague Technical School 
recently visited certain electrical engineering works at Prague, 
and were shown three giant dynamos of 5,000 horze-power nearing 
completion, which had been ordered for one of the London 
Centrals, also a 1,000 horse-power machine for the town of 
Newport for its electric trams, as well as a uniform group each of 
250 horse-power for the tramway and lighting of the city of Dublin. 

Orders for machinery for the sugar industry are falling off, and 
as the production of sugar decreases this will be still more felt. 
One large enterprising firm has already prepared special catalogues 
and circulars for circulation in the sugar-producing districts in 
India, a fact which should be noted by British firms. Canada is 
giving orders for beet sugar machinery, and a large contract was 
placed at Prague very recently by a Montreal firm. 

The Consul goes on to say that the great decrease in the area 
under beet cultivation, not only in Austria-Hungary, but in all 
the beet sugar producing countries of Europe, must be attended 
by a considerable falling off in the import of steam ploughs, 
which are mainly of British manufacture, larger areas of land 
will be brought under grain cultivation, which should lead to more 
steam reaping and threshing machinery being required. 

The imports of machinery into Austria-Hungary from the 
United Kingdom show a steadily increasing trade, as can be seen 
by reference to the following table :—- : 


Year. Value. 

£ 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,857.) 


Portland (Oregon).—H.M. Consul at Portland (Oregon) reports 
that tin plate to the value of 30,613/. was imported into Puget 
Sound district in 1901, for the use of salmon packers. This was 
rendered practicable on account of the drawback on export of 
tinned goods, and there was also a scarcity of the American tin 
plate. The Trust now gives a rebate equal to the drawback, so 
that the market is practically closed against the British article 
unless under exceptional circumstances, (Horeign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,858.) 


99 
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BRITISH TRADE WITH HAYTI, 


H.M. Consul-General at Port-au-Prince reports to the Foreign 
Office that a large and important business exists between England 
and that Republic, principally in cotton and linen goods and 
hardware. Owing to there being no direct communication all 
exports for England from Hayti are forwarded in transit, via 
New York, from whence there are three lines of steamers for 
Haitian ports. 

According to the “ Exposé Général de la Situation,” published 
by the Haitian Government, for the year 1900, the value of imports 
is given as follows :— 


Dollars, gold. 
From the United States ... ene _ 3,401,257 
+ Germany ... 192,843 


It is said that the stated value of imports from England is very 
much below what it actually is, as a considerable quantity of 
British goods is included in the value of imports from the United 
States, 

The usual basis on which business is conducted with that 
country, mostly through Manchester and Belfast firms, is a 
credit of three or six months. Lately, however, this system 
is being gradually reduced to a cash basis, the risk of credit bein 
taken over by Hamburg and Paris firms, dealing with the Britis 
manufacturers, for account of their Haiti clients. Business with 
Haiti is principally in the hands of German and French merchants. 

The exports consist chiefly in coffee, cocoa, and logwood. These 
find a better market in Germany and France, particularly in the 
latter country owing to the Commercial Treaty concluded with 
Haiti in July, 1900. The value of exports is given for the year 
1900 at 3,197,549 dols., gold. 

The report also gives the names of British merchants in Haiti 
which may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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TRADE OF THE ORANGE RIVER COLONY 
(First QuaRTER oF 1902). 


Referring to the table on p. 540 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 19th June last, showing the value of the import 
trade of the Orange River Colony during the year 1901, the 
Board of Trade have received copy of a return drawn up by the 
Collector of Customs at Bloemfontein, oo value of the 
goods imported into and exported from the Colony during the 
quarter ended the 31st March, 1902. 

The following table shows the value of the principal articles 
imported during the first quarter of 1902, as compared with the 
corresponding period of 1901 :— 


First Quarter|First Quarter 
Articles. of 1901. | of 1902. 
Articles of food and drink .. 30,413 75,490 
Haberdashery 7,599 55,610 
Apparel and slo; (ineludin hats) 4,956 22,054 
Leather manufactures : 
Boots and shoes and leatherware — a on 2,713 16,458 
Saddlery and harness... 238 1,259 
Hardware, brass and ose 1,600 15,098 
Drugs and chemicals 3,445 13,729 
South African produce... aoe 11,885 13,499 
Corn and grain 3,503 11,688 
Provisions, oilman’s stores, 7,360 10,719 
Wood, raw and manufactured (includes furniture) — 1,097 10,143 
Tobacco of all kinds ae 2,952 10,054 
Stationery and fancy goods 925 8,636 
Soap and candles co oes 1,855 5,324 
Clocks, watches, jewellery, a and plated w ware... oe 3,599 4,505 
Blankets 633 3,773 
‘Woollen manufactures ee 255 3,518 
Tron, galvanised and corrugated = 505 3,128 
Oilsofallkinds ... 644 1,406 
Vehicles : 
Bicycles and accessories ... 213 1,189 
Other kinds of vehicles ... xe 194 1,550 
All other articles... 2,561 53,584 
Totalimports ... .. 89,503 363,823 


The total value of the goods exported from the Orange River 
Colony in the first quarter of 1902 was 4,8411/., as compared with 
2,2871. in the first quarter of 1901. Of the former total 38,3091. 
worth were sent to Natal, 1,3571. to Cape Colony, and 1001. worth 
to Basutoland, the remaining 751. worth going to the Transvaal. 


> 

> 
| 
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MINERAL PRODUCTION OF QUEENSLAND 
(continued). 

The following particulars relating to the mineral production of 
Queensland in the year 1901, trom the annual report of the 
Queensland Department of Mines, are in continuation of the 
—- pp. 211-12 of last week’s issue of the “ Board of Trade 

ournal ” :— 


Manganese.—Gladstone is the district that chiefly produces 
manganese, and hitherto the only consumers have been the Mount 
Morgan Company, who have frequently borne testimony to the 
high quality of the Gladstone ore. Manganese is also required in 
glazing pottery, and a late trial has shown the local mineral to be 
quite equal to, and considerably cheaper than that imported. The 
metal is, of course, largely used in ironworks, and the owner of 
one of the Gladstone mines states that were he better able to open 
up his mine in a systematic manner, he would have no difficulty 
in establishing a considerable export trade with iron manufacturers 


in England. The total quantity of manganese raised last year was 
218 tons, vaiued at 795l. 


Lime.—The yield of lime is set down as 6,514 tons, valued at 
4,9011, The principal sources of supply are the North Queensland 
Lime Company’s holdings between Charters Towers and Towns- 
ville, Mount Raglan in the Gladstone district, Marble Island near 
St. Lawrence, Warwick, and Stanthorpe. For mining purposes 
lime is largely used in the cyanidation of mill residues, and as a 
flux in smelting. 


Gems.—Gem-mining in Queensland has latterly attracted con- 
siderable attention, and with the view of obtaining some accurate 
information respecting the condition and prospects of this branch 
of the industry, it was considered desirable that an examination 
of the Queensland sapphire and opal fields should be made by 
persons specially qualified for the task. Accordingly Mr. B. 
Dunstan, Assistant Government Geologist, was deputed to visit 
the sapphire fields at Anakie in the Clermont district, and to Mr. 
Jackson, also of the geological survey staff, was assigned the duty 
of inspecting the opal centres of the State from Cunnamulla to 
Winton. 

With respect to sapphire-mining at Anakie, Mr. Dunstan says 
that only a small portion of the extensive tract of sapphire-bearing 
country has been explored, the principal camps being confined to 
an area not exceeding 10 square miles. The sapphire deposits are 
found in much the same manner as shallow alluvial gold or tin, 
and vary in thickness from a few inches to several feet. The 
stones are blue, yellow and green, of numerous tints and shades, 
the green and yellow being the most beautiful. The yellow stones 
are rare, and the blue are of so dark a shade as to appear almost 
black, and cannot compare with the brilliantly tinted stones of 
Siam, Burmah, or Ceylon. Green stones, uncommon in other 
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parts of the world, are found in abundance at Anakie, and their 
comparative rarity and frequently great beauty have created a 
growing demand for them. slagon§ 
Amongst other stones found at Anakie is the hyacinth which, 
when cut, forms a richly coloured gem of a deep blood-red colour, 
and the Oriental cat’s eye, rejected as valueless, until the skill of 
the lapidary disclosed the peculiar lustre that is occasionally very 
marked and effective. More important, perhaps, was the discovery 
that the sapphire deposits are also diamentiferous, and one diamond, 
weighing 14 carats, and absolutely colourless, was purchased by 
Mr. Dunstan, and is now to be seen in the Geological Museum. 
Mr. Dunstan estimates the number of persons engaged in gem- 
mining at Anakie at the time of his visit to be 200, and the warden 
sets down the value of last year’s output from the field at 6,000J. 
The production of opal in 1901 was estimated at 7,400. 
Coal—The year’s output—539,472 tons, valued at 189,877/.— 
exceeded that of the former year by 42,342 tons, the increase in 
value being 16,1737. Consumption is still limited to local require- 
ments, but the growing demand for coke by the smelting works of 
the Northern mineral fields has to some extent stimulated produc- 
tion, and several new collieries are being opened near Bundamba 
and Goodna, which will become active during the present year. 
The following table shows the production of minerals, other than 
gold, in the year 1901, as compared with the preceding year :— 


1900. 1901. 
Mineral. 

Quantity.| Value. || Quantity.) Value. 

Tons. £ Tons. £ 
one ose and 1,123 74,041 1,661 93,723 

Oz. Oz. 
12,712 | 571,561 62,241 
Tons. | Tons. 

Lead 205 3,359 || 561 6,993 
Coal... 497,132 | 173,705 || 539,472 | 189,877 
Copper 384 23,040 3,061 194,227 
Wolfram ose ast pee ne 1893 6,€05 | 72 1,145 

75 205 || 218 795 
Bismuth bie 8 1,865 | 20 3,684 
*Bismuth, wolfram, and molybdenite 26 1,609 
Total | 308,355 | ats | 572,810 


* Found associated in 1901. 


Aug. 7, 1902.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 259 


GERMAN IRON AND COAL INDUSTRY IN 1901. 
H.M. Consul-General at Frankfort, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2,851), gives the following figures 
showing the production of iron and coal in Germany during each 
of the last five years :— 


Year. Coal. | Brown Coal. Raw Iron. 
Metric Tons. Metric Tons, Metric Tons, . 
1897... 91,055,000 29,419,000 6,881,000 
1898... 96,309,000 31,648,000 7,312,000 | 
1899... 101,639,000 34,204,000 8,143,000 
3900 109,290,000 40,498,000 8,520,000 
1901... 825,000 44,505,000 7,785,000 


NoTE.—Metric ton = 2,204 lbs. 
'The average prices per metric ton according to official statistics, 
were as follows : — 


Coal. | Raw Iron. 

You: Breslau. | Saarbriicken. Diisseldorf. 
Lower | Upper | aes Com- | Burn- | Bitu- | Pud- | Foun- 

Silesia. | Silesia. 8° | mon. ing. ‘minous.| dled. | dry. 
pf. | ML pt.) M. pf.| M. pf.| M. pf.| M. pf. | M. pf.| M. pf. 
| 87/9 4) 8 5 9 7| 8 8|58 5| 67 
oon 41 8) 14-0.) Wi | 12, 4 76 9 
1901 (December) 17 50 | 12 0} 14 0 | 10 0 12 6|12 4/60 64 5& 


* #* * The Consul-General points out that the iron industry~ 


has sought to “ease itself” by forcing the export, and herein it has: 
succeeded to some extent. During the boom at home the export had. 
been neglected, because the inland market was very eager to buy at 
remunerative prices. When it failed, the surplus stock had to be 
turned into the world’s market, a feat which the German iron 
industry accomplished, and in a very short time it there regained 
the position which it had voluntarily abandoned, This may be 
gathered from the following table of import and export :— 


| Import. Export. 
Articles. 

| 1899, | 1900. | 1901. 1899. | 1900. | 1901. 

| | | | 

| Metric | Metric | Metric || Metric | Metric | Metric 

tons. tons tons. tons. tons to 

Short iron, waste iron, refuse .... 63,140 | 100,383 26,362 53,102 61,095 153,398 
Raw iron 612,651 | 726,711 267,503 182,090 129,408 150,447 
Angleiron ... $98 | 827 670 221,164 215,641 342,447 
Rails ... 1,318 342 544 109,813 155,656 180,977 
Malleableironin bars... 97,199 37,809 22,499 193,932 172,532 329,513 
Ingots... 1,341 | 2,777 1,665 23,437 33,627 201,716 
Plate and sheet iron an | 3,186 | 3,629 2,096 150,238 167,362 255,626 
Raw iron wire a 7,213 | 7,388 6,723 92,250 94,074 154,285 
Tinned and coppered iron wire ... 1,858 | 1,822 1,198 62,081 75,765 93,472 
Iron and iron goods... .| $39,839 | 983,112 | 409,656 | 1,509,886 [1,548,557 [2,347,241 
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CONFERENCE OF BRAZILIAN SUGAR TRADERS. 


H.M. Consul at Bahia, in a memorandum, dated 10th ult., to 
the Foreign Office, states that a conference of delegates from the 
chief centres of the sugar trade in the United States of Brazil 
has been held in the town of Bahia. The first sitting took place 
on the 25th June last. 

Delegates from Rio de Janeiro, Maranham, Rio Grande do 
Norte, Pinchybe, Pernambuco, Alagoes, Sergipe, Sio Paulo, and 
Bahia attended, and likewise official representatives of the munici- 
palities and agricultural societies of the various states. These 
gentlemen assured the Congress that they were in a position to 
state that the various Governors of the States they represented 
had pledged themselves to assist the sugar industry to the very 
best of their ability by simplifying taxation and abolishing all 
inter-state taxations which tended to hamper the expansion and 
development of the sugar trade. 

The chief objects of the conference were to ascertain by an 
exchange of views of those most interested in the question— 

What remedies could be effectually employed to alleviate the 
present crisis. 

How best to obtain such remedies as might be suggested. 

Seven sittings were held, and the delegates were unanimous in 
agreeing that the actual crisis was most acute, and required 
alleviating in order to prevent the complete ruin of many planters 
and many planter-mill owners, who manufacture their own sugar. 

The general opinion of the conference appeared to be that 
the Federal, State, and Municipal Governments were all to blame 
for having imposed taxation which the relatively small exports of 
the country were insufficient to sustain, but it was not shown that 
sugar is in any manner taxed directly. 

After much discussion the question of a bounty was postponed 
for further consideration in 1904. 

The general result of the conference appears to be the failure of 
the advocates of the bounty policy to obtain its adoption, and the 
unanimity of the delegates that all taxation actually falls on the 
productive power of the nation. 

Amalgamation of the many small factories and greater care in 
the production of a higher grade of crystals would certainly do 
something to alleviate the present deadlock in the trade, but these 
questions do not appear to have been raised at the conference. 


| 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt of a copy of a General Order 
(No. 52 of 1902), recently issued by the 


Commissioners of H.M. Customs for the in- 
formation of Customs officers, with regard to 
oo the bonding of rice and quaker oats. The 


following is the text of the order :— 

“ Representations having been received as to the return of duty 
‘on rice and quaker oats cleared for home consumption, and 
“ which, under existing trade conditions, are ultimately exported 
“in considerable quantities without undergoing any process of 
“ preparation or manufacture in this country, such as would 
“ entitle the goods to drawback ; 

* Collectors and other officers concerned are informed for 
“‘ guidance that the Lords of the Treasury, under Section 39 of 
“the Customs Consolidation Act, 1876, have now been pleased to 
“ enumerate the goods specified in the first schedule to the Finance 
“ Act, 1902, with the exveption of rice and quaker oats, as goods 
“ upon which the duties shall be paid on the first importation 
“ thereof, and which shall not be warehoused either for home con- 
“ sumption or exportation. 

“The warehousing of importations of rice and quaker oats, 
“ either for home consumption or for exportation, is accordingly 
“to be allowed under the Standing Regulations, and paragraph 4 
“ of General Order 19/1902, is to be noted to that effect.” 


CEYLON. 
The Board of Trade have received information, through the Colonial 
Office, to the effect that liquid fuel with a 


Prion t flashing point not under 150 deg. Fahr., is to be 
a .~ iq exempt from the payment of harbour dues and 
ae iquie customs rent on importation into Ceylon, 


pending the amendment of Ordinance No. 20 
of 1898, by which liquid fuel, the product of petroleum, was exempt 
from Customs duty when the flashing point was not under 
200 deg. Fahr. 


ST. LUCIA. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “Customs Tariff 
“( Amendment) Ordinance, 1902” (No.7 of 1902), 
whisk was passed by the Council 
cos Li St. Lucia on 19th June, 1902, and assented to 
by the Governor on Ist July. 

The present Ordinance amends the rate of duty imposed by the 
Customs Tariff Ordinance of 1895 on ale, beer, and porter, imported 
into St. Lucia in wood. The duty is henceforth to be 17s. per 
hogshead of 65 galls. (Winchester measure), instead of 6d. per gall. 
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GERMANY. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Tariff information to the effect that the German 


Customs authorities have been instructed to 

en treat filoselle, for tariff purposes, as threaded 

Filofloss and coloured floret-silk, dutiable under No. 30c 

P of the Tariff, at the rate of 36 marks per 100 

kilogs. (18s. 3d. per cwt.). Filofloss is to be dutiable as coloured 

thread made out of raw silk, dutiable under No. 30d of the Tariff, 

at the (conventional) rate of 140 marks per 100 kilogs. (37. 11s. 2d. 
per cwt.). 


BELGIUM. 
The “ Moniteur Belge” for the 28th/29th ult. contains the text of 
New Provisions 2 ™°™ Law, modifying previous legislation 
: concerning the manufacture and importation of 
Im mated its alcohols. The following is a translation of 
= Bpirits. Article 6 of this Law, which affects the treat- 
ment of alcohols imported into Belgium :— 
“ The Government is authorised— 
“1. To grant total or partial exemption from import duty to 
“ alcohols intended exclusively for industrial purposes, after previous 
“ denaturation ; the regulations of Articles 14 and 16 of the Law of 
“ the 15th April, 1896, are applicable to this exemption ; 
“2. To reduce the import duties leviable on spirits in casks to a 
“ point not lower than the excise duties leviable on spirits of 
“ Belgian production. The duties thus lowered may be again 
“ raised, by Royal Decree, to the rate originally leviable.” 


FRANCE—SENEGAL. 


With reference to * PP. 422—430 of the 
. * Board o e Journal ” for the 22nd February, 
hone 1900, relative to the Customs Tariff of Somagel. 
the Board of Trade have now received a copy 
of a recent issue of the “ Journal Officiel du Sénégal et Dépendances,” 
containing the tariffs of import duties, consumption taxes, port and 
navigation dues, special taxes, and octroi duties now in force in 
Senegal. 

The following appear to be the only modifications which have 
taken place in these tariffs since the publication of the notice 
above referred to. 

Import duties and consumption tawes—No consumption tax is 
now leviable on wines, spirits, beers, &c.; but, as a consequence of 
the Brussels Convention of 8th June, 1899, spirits are subject to 
import duty at the rate of 140 francs per hectolitre of pure alcohol, 
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in addition to the “ Customs ” duty of 7 per cent. ad valorem if the 
goods are of foreign origin. Wines and beers are liable to 
“import” duty at the rate of 5 per cent. ad valorem in addition to 
the above-mentioned “ Customs” duty of 7 per cent. if of foreign 


origin. 

Port and Navigation Dues.—Foreign vessels of two tons and 
under are not subject to registration dues when registered as 
French vessels, and foreign vessels of from 2 to 30 tons do not 
have to pay duty on the patent of registration. 

Municipal Octroi duties at Dakar.—Kola nuts, formerly dutiable 
at the rate of 40 francs per 100 kilogs., are now subject to duty at 
the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

The complete Tariffs may be seen on application at the Com- 
a eo Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 

reet, S.W. 


SPAIN. 


Referring to the ave ae appeared on p. 163 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” of 24th ult., it is to be 
noted that the “Gaceta de Madrid” of Ist 
Adjustment of inst., contains an order declaring 87°13 per 
Caitene Deties cent. to be the average rate of exchange (pre- 
avable in Gold, mum of exchange on Paris) for the second 
paya fortnight of the past month, and that the 
corresponding reduction on the payment of duties payable in gold 
during the first fortnight of the present month is to be 27 per 
cent. 


TURKEY—ROUMANIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 522 of the 
“ Journal” for the 5th September last, on the 


Commercial subject of the Turco-Roumanian Commercial 
een tie onvention signed at Constantinople on the 
shove Staten. 12th August, 1901, the Board of Trade have 


now received information, through the Foreign 
Office, to the effect that the ratifications of this Convention were 
exchanged on the 15th ult., and that its provisions were put into 
force in Roumanian ports on the same day. 

A list of the articles of Turkish export affected by this Convention, 
including various kinds of fish, oil, fruit, carpets, &c., and of the 
special rates of duty thereon to be charged by the Roumanian 
Government, may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
§.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m, 
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BULGARIA. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office and 
H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, a 


Bow Regulations copy of the official French translation of a 
= circular recently issued to Bulgarian Customs 


officials, prescribing new regulations with regard 
to the invoices which are required to be presented with declara- 
tions of imported merchandise. The circular provides that on and 
after the Ist/14th inst. invoices will not be accepted by the 
Customs unless they bear-the seal or signature of the firm issuing 
them. They must state the numbers, the marks, and the descrip- 
tion of the packages; the gross and net weight; the quantity 
of the ‘goods according to the standard by which they are sold 
(whether by weight, number, measurement, &c.); and also the 
price. The total amount of each invoice must be written in words. 
Corrections in invoices will not be recognised unless certified by 
the issuing firms. 

From the date mentioned, invoices not fulfilling these conditions 
will not be accepted as original, and will be returned to the persons 
producing them to be replaced by others properly made out. 
Agents and merchants producing false invoices will be subject, as 
hitherto, to the penalties imposed by Article 249 of the Customs 
Law, and, in addition, the names of delinquents will be notified to 
the Chambers of Commerce to which they belong by the Minister of 
Finance, and the manufacturers or commercial firms whose names 
appear in the invoices will be informed in order that they may be 
enabled to obtain satisfaction in the Courts of their own country 
for the discredit to their commercial reputation. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
The following Decisions affecting the application of the United 
a States Customs Tariff have recently been issued 
Pc wean by the Treasury Department at Washington 
; for the guidance of United States Customs 
officers and others :— 

Surface-coated paper, lithographically jrinted.—Surface-coated 
papers upon which fancy designs have been printed by lithographic 
process, imported in large sheets to be cut up and used in the 
ornamental covering of boxes and the like, are held to be dutiable, 
not as “ lithographic prints” but as “‘ surface-coated paper, printed.” 
Such goods are accordingly classed under paragraph 398 of the 
Tariff, paying duty at the rate of 3 cents per lb. and 20 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Sugar sweepings obtained from cargoes of refined sugar are 
dutiable under paragraph 209 of the Tariff as “ sugar sweepings,” 
according to polariscope test, without regard to colour, degree of 
refinement, or previous character or condition. 


‘ 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 
Steel boiler-plate shearings are dutiable as “ scrap steel fit only 
“for re-manufacture,” under paragraph 122 of the Tariff, at the 
rate of 4 dols. per ton. 


A recent circular of hor United States Treasury Department states 
ails » that ocean freight is not properly an item in 
the dutiable value of 
reer ded. but that the charges for transporting merchan- 
dise (whether by sea or by land) from the place 
of manufacture to the principal market of the country of production 
do constitute a proper item in such dutiable value. It is further 
held that the determination whether a charge is an item in dutiable 
value is the function of the liquidating rather than of the appraising 
officer, and that additions illegally made to the invoice value of 
merchandise, either by an appraising or by a liquidating officer, 
may be objected to by protest, and the action of the officer reviewed 
by the Board of Classification and by the Courts. 


According to a further circular, all merchandise arriving on one 
vessel and consigned to one and the same con- 
Fee gg signee, is under section 5 of the Customs 
eden Ma Administrative Act of 1890, required to be 
zu imeluded in one entry, when the papers 
necessary to complete entry have been received. In the event of 
the non-receipt of an invoice or bill of lading, the consignee is per- 
mitted to state the fact in his declaration on the entry of packages 
for which all papers have been received, in the following words :— 
“ Except case [or cases] for which I have no invoice [or bill of 
lading |,” giving the marks and numbers of the various packages. 
When the non-receipt of an invoice manifestly arises trom circum- 
stances beyond the control of the importer, he is allowed to enter 
on a pro forma invoice, giving bond for a consulated invoice. 


A Proclamation by the President of the United States, dated the 
3rd ult., enacts that no discriminating duties of 
tonnage or imposts are to be levied on Cuban 
vessels or on their cargoes entering ports of the 
United States, so long as vessels of the United 
States and their cargoes continue to be 
similarly exempted from discriminating duties in Cuban ports. 


Discriminating 
Duties on Cuban 
Vessels and their 

Cargoes. 


In virtue of a recent Act of the United States Congress the sub- 
“ Tmmediate ports of Tacoma and Seattle, in the State of 
Washington, have had extended to them the 


” 
a privileges of ports open for the immediate 
New Sub Port transportation, without appraisement, of mer- 
of Entry chandise in transit to other ports. Naco 


(Arizona) has by a further Act been established 
as a new sub-port of entry. 
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MEXICO. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of a report made to his Govern- 
Siiniiad Free ment by the United States Consul at Vera 
re to of Cruz to the effect that an Act has recently been 
Certain Articles passed by the Mexican Congress in virtue of 
Sofia Shdenten. which the free importation of certain articles 
is now permitted at any of the ports in the 
territory included within the zone referred to in the notice published 
at p. 626 of the “Journal ” for the 19th September last, instead of 
at the port of Chetumal only. 

A list of the articles exempted from duty may be seen on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT: 
CAPE COLONY. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Agent-General for 


pe omer approving of the following addition to the 
ous sanhees regulations of the Port Elizabeth Harbour Board 


with regard to goods detained for freight :-— 

Goods landed and placed in the custody of the Board may be 
detained for freight, demurrage or charges, for which a lien is 
claimed, on due notice being given to the Board, in writing, by 
the master or agent of the vessel, or other person interested in 
such freight, demurrage or charges, 

The Board may, if they deem it necessary, require from such 
master, agent, or other person interested, an indemnity in respect 
of the detention of the goods, or any legal charges and expenses 
connected therewith. 

Goods detained as above will not be delivered until the stop has 
been removed, or until the amount claimed has been deposited 
with the Board. 


A copy of a further Government notice has also been received 
approving certain amendments to the Table 


a a Bay Dock and Harbour regulations in regard to 
een Rate the Tariff for tug services and the rate of dis- 
of Seamenge charge of cargo. 

at Table Bay. The notice containing the amendments may 


be seen by those interested at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p-m. 


Cape Colony, copy of a Government notice | 


| 

| 

+. 

} 

} 
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AUSTRALIA. 
A supplement to the “ Queensland Government Gazette” of 19th 
June last publishes the text of a by-law made 


Carriage of b 

y the Commissioner of Railways for regulating 
the carri of goods and live-stock on the 
Queensland Government Railways. _ 

Railways. This by-law, which contains inter alia a scale 


of the rates charged for carriage, may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
‘Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


FRANCE. 

Referring to the statement of H.M. Consul at Dunkirk, in his 
Shippi report to the Foreign Office (Annual Series 
pa 2,808), which was printed in the “Board of 

: Trade Journal” of 19th June, at p. 541, it 
is notified that a translation of the new French Mercantile 

Marine Act, together with a Memorandum by H.M. Commercial 

Attaché at Paris on the subject of the French Shipping Laws, 

accompanied by a table showing the principal provisions, as regards 

bounties on construction and navigation, of the laws of 1881, 1893, 

and 1902, in parallel columns, may be seen by those interested at 

the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 

Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 

5 p.m. 


FRANCE—GUADALOUPE. 
A copy of a despatch from the British Vice-Consul at Point-a- 
Cilia 'e Pitre, the capital of the French island of 
Charts : Guadaloupe, has been received at the Board of 
— Trade, through the Foreign Office, in which the 
deplorable condition of the local industries, a consequence of 
unprecedentedly low figures realised for the principal products, 
viz., sugar, rum, coffee, and cocoa, is described, chiefly in view of 
cautioning British shipowners in the matter of chartering for the 
island. 

The Vice-Consul gives one instance of a Canadian vessel which 
arrived with a cargo of American coal for one of the largest 
central sugar factories in the island (which had recently passed 
into the hands of a new company with fresh capital, and was 
thought to be exceptionally strong), whose owners came very near 
losing their freight owing to the factory suddenly closing after 
taking delivery of almost all the cargo. Other vessels chartered 
by the same factory were lying on demurrage and without a ton 
of cargo on board. The local bank was cutting down its loans 
and, in some instances, ceasing entirely from making any 
advances. 


| 
| 
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BRITISH GUIANA. 


The “ Official Gazette” of British Guiana of 9th ult. publishes the 
. text of regulations made by the Governor of 
——— _ that Colony with respect to the searching and 
A samy a mining for, and dealing with, precious stones. 
ining Six, “ay These regulations, which take effect from the 
Pstsreaid Siente st inst., may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


GERMANY. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul-General at 
British Coal in Berlin states that at a meeting of the brick 
G manufacturers of North-West Germany it was 
4 determined to form a company for the purchase 
of coal for this and for other similar manufactures. At the meeting 
held in Bremen, a comparison of the various tenders showed that 
British coal could be supplied cheaper than German, and a large 
number of tile and brick manufacturers determined to obtain their 
supplies entirely or partly from England. It is not, however, 
practicable to obtain a regular and punctual delivery of British 
coal for the next season, as considerable previous preparation is 
necessary for so large a traffic; but the above-mentioned manu- 
facturers from Bremen, Oldenburg and the Hanover district have 
formed a company for the purpose of supplying themselves with 
coal, and a committee has been appointed to take the necessary 
preliminary steps. 


H.M. Consul-General further states that at the end of 1901 
Germany entered into competition with the 
German . 
Competition with North of England for the supply of coking 
British Coke in coal. Germany imports from the United King- 
~— Ports dom a large quantity of coal, which, at a price 
*or's- less than per ton can be delivered at 
Hamburg, and uses it for the production of coke. One-and-a-half 
tons of coal are necessary to produce one ton of coke, and the 
operation costs 1s. per ton, so that a ton of coke costs 1. 11s. 
Bye-products are won, however, of a value of 4s. per ton, which 
brings the price down to 1l/. 7s., so that the German coke can 
compete successfully with the British in Baltic ports. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,845.) 


| 
ay? 
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FRANCE. 


According to a — by the a Commercial Agent at 
. imoges, a well-known engineer of that cit 

has a machine for 

a The new process, says Mr. Griffin, is rapid, 

practically automatic, and entirely satisfactory. 

The decortication is thorough, and does not injure the fibre. The 

machine is transported without trouble, and no more power is 
required to work it than to work an ordinary thrasher. 


H.M. Consul-General at Marseilles reports that the Marseilles coal 

market is becoming more valuable every year, 

— -” the tendency of the established lines belo to 

Marseilles frequent that port for the purpose of coaling. 

. The total annual requirements have doubled 

within the last four years. The Paris-Lyon-Méditerranée Railway 

Company have under consideration a reduced tariff for transport 

from Marseilles to Switzerland whereby freight rates on coal 

would be brought from 11s. 2$d. to 9s. 53d. per ton from Marseilles 
to Geneva. 

One interesting feature of the past year has been the inability 
of American coal to stay on the market under existing conditions. 
The threatened American coal invasion has been postponed “ till a 
more convenient season.” The temporary check on American coal 
imports has been caused by the fall in prices at home. If prices 
remain at the present rates, American coal will not be able to 
compete for some time to come. 

Further on in his report the Consul-General remarks that the 
time must inevitably come when the activity now discernible in 
the American coal-mining industry will place a large output on 
the market, when, owing to the impossibility of storing their coal, 
it will have to be disposed of, and when, owing to the falling-off 
in land transport which is bound to come, it will be imperative for 
the railroad interests to find freight for their railways. And, be 
it remembered, American railway interests are so great that they 
must work at all costs. When the Americans have got their own 
shipping, through bills of lading from the pit’s mouth to the 
Mediterranean will inevitably bring their coals to the great 
Mediterranean ports, if not further, at the expense of British coals. 

With regard to the coke trade, the Consul-General says that 
German coke is finding a market in the South of France. The 
Westphalian coalowners have already supplied the Lyons district 
by land with Westphalian coke; 25,000 tons have been sold for 
delivery during 1902 at St. Etienne and Lyons. Marseilles is 
now shortly to receive a first consignment of German coke. A 
trial shipment of 3,000 tons is on its way from Hamburg to 
Marseilles for the local gas company. The supply from their own 


| 
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gasworks being insufficient during the summer months, they have 
hitherto imported coke from .the United Kingdom and Canada. 
Germany has now come in the field, and threatens to stay. 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, 2,855.) 


SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 29th ult. contains a Royal Order 
authorising the purchase by private treaty, 


; io, from the representative of the Triumph Cycle 
Mili: Ei 1 Factory of Coventry, of 46 bicyles, military 
mary model, for the infantry corps and the railway 
battalion. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


H.M. Consul at Prague reports that in October, 1901, deposits of 
nee Oa brown coal were discovered on the Budweis- 
Saluauer Railway, in the South of Bohemia, 
and the borings gave most satisfactory results, 
showing that the coalfield extends from the 
village of Zavraten to the Korosek Railway Station. This, 
together with the coalfields along the railway from Korosek to 
Moldau and the smaller basin below the village of Penbach, will 
cover a mining area of over 864} acres. The yield, it is estimated, 
will be at least 3,500,000 tons of coal. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,857.) 


Deposits in 
Bohemia. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Portland 
Coke in (Oregon) states that the average value of coke at 
Washington tide water was 13s. per ton (avoirdupois) f.o.b. 
State Pierce County produced 43,391 tons of coke, 

. and Skagit County 5,806 tons. 


The British Vice-Consul at Port Townsend (Washington) reports that 
avery important industry has been revived at that 
during the past The old Irondale 
seauey nik Smelter, which has been lying idle for years, 
passed into the control of in eastern syndicate, 
and at their plant at the head of the bay they 

have been busily engaged the whole year building docks, ware- 
houses, rebuilding furnaces, buildings for their workmen, &c. 


The whole plant is now in first class condition, and the smelting 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


of iron has been successfully carried on for the last three months. 
A large body of men is employed and add materially to the pros- 
perity of the place. All the iron ore used is imported from British 
Columbia. (Foreign Office, Aninwal Series, 2,858.) 


According to an — statement issued by the United States 
xeological Survey and published in “ Engineer- 

ing News” (N of 17th ult., 
1901 leum production in 1901 was greater than for 

; any previous year, amounting to 69,389,194 

barrels of crude oil, valued at 66,417,335 dols. This value shows 
a decline from 1900, when 63,620,529 barrels were valued at 
75,989,313 dols. In the order of production Ohio comes first with 
over 21,000,000 barrels ; then West Virginia, with over 14,000,000 
barrels; Pennsylvania, over 12,000,000; California, with over 
8,000,000; Indiana, over 5,000,000; and Texas sixth, with over 
4,000,000 barrels. The average price paid for all petroleum 
marketed in the United States in 1901 was 95-7 cents per barrel, 
as compared with 1:19 dols. in 1900. But the average price for 
Pennsylvania oil per barrel was 1:21 dols. In 1901 14,250 wells 
were completed, with 3,220 estimated to be dry. The cost of these 
14,250 wells is estimated at 21,375,000 dols., or about one-third 
of the value of the total crude product for that year. In 1901 
1,062,750,306 galls. of petroleum and its derivatives was exported, 
valued at 71,479,124 dols.; the average price paid for this 
exported oil was 6°73 cents per gallon, as compared with 7°52 cents. 
received in 1900. 


In the “Iron Age” (New York) of 17th ult. it is stated that the 
Mica Production United States Geological Survey has completed 
in 1901 the report upon the production of mica in the 
. United States in 1901, from which it appears 
that the total output of sheet mica during that year was 
360,060 lbs., valued at 98,859 dols., and of scrap mica 2,171 tons 
(of 2,000 lbs.), valued at 19,719 dols. In 1900 the production of 
sheet mica was 456,283 lbs., valued at 92,758 dols., and of scrap 
mica 5,497 tons, valued at 55,502 dols. Mica has been found in 
many of the States, but in 1901 was only produced in New 
Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, and South Dakota, by 
far the larger amount being obtained from North Carolina. 

The production of mica in 1901 in detail was as follows :—New 
Hampshire, 65,800 lbs. of sheet mica and 255 tons of scrap mica ; 
New Mexico, 3,100 lbs. of sheet mica and 140 tons of scrap mica; 
North Carolina, 266,160 lbs. of sheet mica and 1,775 tons of scrap 
mica; and South Dakota, 25,000 lbs. of sheet mica; total, 
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360,060 Ibs. of sheet mica and 2,171 tuns of scrap mica. Idaho, 
Maine, Nevada, Rhode Island, and Virginia, which were producers 
of mica in 1900, had no production during 1901, and of the other 
States, with the exception of North Carolina, there has been a 
very noticeable falling off in the production. In North Carolina 
there was a decided increase in the production of plate mica, but 
a large falling off in the prcduction of scrap mica. 


BRAZIL. 


H.M. Consul at Bahia reports to the Foreign Office that the 

a Carahyba Copper Mines, in the municipal 

on a district of Alaqoinhas, State of Bahia, have 
< been purchased by a British syndicate. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Prague 

’ . states, that in Austria during the last 25 years 
sr agen there has been a very great advance in the 
Tadustry in * textile industry, the number of mechanical looms 


during this period having increased more than threefold. It is 


estimated that now there are over 90,000 mechanical and 40,000 
hand looms, employing about 130,000 people, 200 printing machines 
and 400 hand printing giving work to 9,000 persons. There are 
some 3,900,000 spindles employing more than 40,000 people. 

The technical equipment and manufactures of these industries 
are quite on a par with those of other countries, and it is worthy 
of note that their development was attained without the assistance 
of cartels, which were only introduced two years ago in the 
printing industry, and from three to five years ago in the spinning 
industry. ‘ 

The introduction of the newly invented Northrop loom was 
the sensation of the year; it has already been installed in some 
factories, and it is believed, will have a great future, the saving in 
labour being immense, one weaver being able to attend to as many 
as 12 looms instead of two as hitherto. (Foreign Office, Annual 


Series, 2,857). 
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‘UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
- Corn Prices. in the week ended the 2nd inst., were as 
follow :— + 

Wheat ... one Sls. 8d. 

Barley ... 258, Od. 

For further particulars see p. 279. 


NATAL. 


In the “ Natal ” of ult. is stated a 
, industry of considerable worth is in front o 
SS Natal. Mr. A. H. Baily, accredited ty the 
Tndoat Government of India, and also by the indigo 
ai planters in that country, is at present in the 
Colony making inquiries in regard to the indigenous indigo plants 
of Natal, with a view to obtaining a large supply of indigo seed 
for the use of Indian planters. It is probable that some hundreds 
of tons of the seed will be required every year. 
The most valuable seed is produced by a bush which grows to a 
height of two or three feet, and is known to the natives under 


various names, 


It is suggested that this would be a valuable crop to grow in 
Natal, for seed purposes, if for no other. The yield of seed for 
plants growing six feet apart is stated to be about 1 lb. per plant, 
or 1,210 Ib. per acre. The present price for the seed is ls. 6d. per 
lb., but if transactions were on a large scale it would, no doubt, be 
less. Yet even at 6d. a lb. such a crop would be worth 30/1. per 
acre. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the courtesy of the 
Hints to Commissioner of the Imperial Department of 
soaitentes Agriculture for the West Indies, copies of 

Agri brochures entitled “ Hints on Onion Cultivation 
in Montserrat,” “ Plain talk to Small Owners in Montserrat,” and 

“Screw worm in Cattle at St. Lucia.” ' 

These brochures may be seen by persons-interested, on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


| 
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FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul-General at Marseilles, in a recent report to the 

Foreign Office, states that he is informed that 
Vegetable Butter. the reason why the United Kingdom cannot 

compete with Marseilles in the manufacture of 
vegetable butter or cocoline on even terms, is that the alcohol at a 
high strength required in the process of freeing the oil of all 
colour and taste cannot be used in the United Kingdom as it is in 
France, except duty paid, although not a particle of the spirit 
2808) in the resulting product. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 


FRANCE—GUADALOUPE. 


See paragraph on p. 267 under the heading of “Caution as to 


Depression in Chartering ” for Guadaloupe. 


Sugar Cultivation. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at Prague 
atin te writes as follows with regard to the purchase 
Hop Bu of hops in Austria-Hungary :— 
reall sere “In order that buyers of Austrian hops from 
the United Kingdom should be certain of getting the quality they 
«purchase, 1 would recommend only those hops with a certificate, 
stating the number of the bale, signed and sealed with the seal of 
the hop hall of the district in which they were grown ; I have not 
unfrequentiy heard it remarked that the very worst qualities are 
sent to the United Kingdom. The cost of such a certificate is 
only a few shillings and is a guarantee as to the quality.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,857.) 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 3lst ult. was 
Cotton Statistics. 20,088, and the number imported during the 
31 weeks ended the 31st ult. was 2,288,198. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 
31st ult., 8,082 bales, and for the 31 weeks, 291,760. 
For further details see p. 279. 
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UNITED KINGDOM—eontinued. 
The total number of receiving orders gazetted in England durin 
Dadternishe the month of July last was 325 as compare 
Statistice. With 380 during July, 1901. 
: For detailed particulars see pp. 280-1. 


NATAL. 
The following table, showing the value of the trade of Natal 
4a: during the first six months of 1902, as com- 
eae tae with the corresponding period of 1901, 
* is compiled from official figures published in 
the “ Natal Mercury ” :— 


Six Months ended 30th June. 
1901. 1902. 
Imports— £ 

From foreign countries... ss od 3,727,928 5,956,834 

» Other British colonies on onl 274,781 171,323 

Total ... sie 4,002,709 6,128,157 

Colonial produce* ... 555,048 557,888 
Re-exports ... ose 879,704 2,643,489 
Total ... 1,434,752 3,201,377 


* Inclusive of wool, hides, &c., produce of the Transvaal, Orange River Colony, 
&c., but exclusive of the exports of rough gold valued at 1,502,3107. for the six 
months ended June, 1902. There were no exports of rough gold during the first 
six months of 1901. 

Note.—The above figures are subject to rectification. 


GERMANY. 

With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 40 of the 

Institutions for “ Board of Trade Journal” for 4th April, 1901, 
Testing Materials. ® report has now been received at the Board of 

esting Trade, through the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Commercial Attaché at Berlin, which contains much detailed infor- 
mation with regard to the various institutions existing in Germany 
for testing materials, and especially the Prussian Mechanical Testing 
Institute at Berlin, which tests metals, building material, paper, 
and oils. Mr. Gastrell’s report, together with detailed printed 
reports and other matter issued by the institutions in question, 
may be seen on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., on 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m, 


B2 


| 

= 


276 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. { Aug. 7, 1902. 


- Miscellaneous. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 
“The appointment by the Hungarian Ministry of Commerce of 
pS Dr. Wilhelm Ruttkay, ‘barrister, to be com- 
.o—~ ent of mercial expert for Great Britain, has been 
ungarian —_—_ notified to the Foreign Office by the Austro- 


Commercial 
Expert in London. Hungarian Ambassador in London. 


GREECE. 
The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office from 
the British Vice-Consul at Calamata, a very 


; sig complete report on the trade of that district of 
— - Greece during the year 1901. The following 


remarks on the exports of currants are trans- 
lated from the report in question :— 

“It would be far more advantageous to British importers of 
currants if they were to trade directly with Calamata, because the 
fruit exported to England and Australia by Patras merchants is 
largely bought at Calamata, transported to Patras, sometimes 
mixed with other qualities, and often sent as products of Amaliade 
and Aigion. ‘The profit of the Calamata merchant is lessened by 
the expense of transport to Patras but this loss is made up by the 
gain which accrues from the blending with poorer qualities.” 

The complete report (in French) may be seen by persons 
interested on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 50; Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


URUGUAY. 
The “ Montevideo ‘limes ” of 3rd ult. publishes the statistics of the 
, foreign commerce of Uruguay during the first 
quarter of 1902 supplied from official sources, 
ih * to which, for the sake of comparison, have been 
added the figures for similar periods of 1901 and 1900 :-— 


Imports. 
First Quarter | First Quarter _ First Quarter 
er of 1900. of 1901. | of 1902. 
Dols. Dols. .- |) Dols. 

Drinks in general ... ose éde 622,995 595,402 515,397 
Eatables, cereals and spices oo] 1,264,205 1,348,619 1,262,055 
Tobacco:and cigars... sos ats 57,541 79,907 43,951 
Textile materials ... ooo ous 1,416,295 1,150,308 1,194,645 
Made clothing oe eee ooo 401,126 319,331 289,927 
Raw material and machinery ... 1,630,002 2,285,681 1,905,421 
Various ove oes 650,977 612,445 587,826 
Live-stock ... 147,785 167,027 31,766 
Total... ove « Dols. 6,210,926 6,558,720 5,830,988 


4 
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Exports. 
First Quarter | First Quarter | First Quarter 
of 1900. of 1901. of 1902. 
Dols. Dols. Dels. 
Live-stock ... re i 207,507 157,829 149,435 
Slaughter-house produce .. 8,513,707 9,265,228 10,321,663 
Rural produce... 505,936 45,419 702,254 
Other produce 85,686 149,796 140,935 
Various articles... 3,492 8,427 1,167 
Provisions for ships 32,989 35,300 30,923 
Total ... . Dols. 9,349,317 9,656,999 11,346,377 


The imports for the first quarter of this year show a decrease in 
value in every category, the falling off being especially noticeable 
in imports of raw material and machinery. he value of the 
exports shows a substantial increase as compared: with the 
corresponding periods of the two preceding years, when the 
seasons were poor, but is still below the figures for 1899 and 


1898. 
Notre.—Uruguayan dollar = 4s, 87,4. 


PARAGUAY. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Asuncion, stating that commercial 


= travellers upon entering that town pay a tax of 
Regulations. 400 dols. to 600 dols. (100. to 15/.). This pay- 


ment does not, however, exempt them from a 
further tax (the amount is not specified) on arrival in any of the 
country towns. 

Samples without value and unserviceable for use, as, for instance, 
small patterns of cloth, &., may be brought in free of duty. 
Dutiable goods are allowed to pass the Customs on condition of an 
undertaking being made to pay the duty in the event of their not 
being re-shipped within a specified time. 


BOLIVIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
report stating that commercial travellers in 


ora te . Bolivia are liable to the payment of only a 
Regulations,  ™™micipal tax the amount of which is fixed by 


the different municipalities in the Republic. 
The receipt for such payment serves as a license to the traveller 
to conduct his business within the area of the Department of which 
the municipality which covers the tax is capital. The tax varies, 
also, according to the class of goods in which the traveller deals, 
but in no case does it exceed the sum of 300 Bolivian dollars. 
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Miscellaneous. 


JAPAN. 


The report of the Yokohama Chamber of Commerce for June last 
contains a translation of the new Japanese Law 


relating to Chambers of Commerce in that 
country. 
Commerce. The text of this Law, which takes effect from 


the 1st ult., may be seen by persons interested on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Manchester.—The quarterly meeting of the Manchester Chamber 
of Commerce was held in the Board room on the 28th ult., the 
President (Mr. John Thomson) occupying the chair. 

Among the subjects alluded to by the President in the course of 
his quarterly address were:—The Patent Law Amendment: The 
Russo-Persian Treaty: Cotton Growing in British Colonies; 
Commercial Education: The Atlantic Shipping Combination : 
The Trade of the United Kingdom: Prospects of the Cotton 
Crop, &c. 


North Staffordshire—The quarterly meeting of the North 
Staffordshire Chamber of Commerce was held at Stoke on the 
30th ult., Mr. J. S. Goddard (President) occupying the chair. 

Among the matters under discussion were the suggested water- 
way from Liverpool to Birmingham and the new form of consign- 
ment note issued by the railway companies. 


Blackburn—The monthly meeting of the Blackburn Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 30th ult., Mr. Henry Harrison, J.P., 
presiding. 

Among the matters under discussion, were the growth of cotton 
within the Empire, the unfair and arbitrary clauses in contracts 
with public authorities, &c., &. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 
Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 31 Weeks ended 31st July, 1902. 


Week ended | 31 Weeks |! week endea | 51 weeks 
3lst July, 31st Jul 31st July, 81st Jul 
1902 |} 1902. 
1902,; 1902, 
IMPORTS. Exports. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
i No. No. No. No. 
American 6c. 5,915 1,750,459 3,386 180,468 
Brazilian ooo ese eos 8,047 182,939 1,230 12,592 
East Indian ... 3,516 37,395 447 14,875 
Egyptian eee eee eee 282,906 2,968 79,91 1 
Miscellaneous eee ove 2,610 34,499 51 3,914 
Total ... 20,088 + | 2,288,198 8,082 291,760 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 2nd August, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant tothe Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 


Average Price. 


7 Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 


Week ended 2nd August, 1902... 


Corresponding week in— 
tia « «° we 


3 0 5 
4 6 5 9 
1898 ... eee eee ose 35 7 26 11 20 7 
0 9 0 
0 0 4 

6 1 


1899 ... ove eee 24 1 


1901 eee eee eee eee eee eee 27 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pe for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushe 


of oats. 


| 
| 
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Bankruptcy —England and Wales. 


Number of Receiving Orders Gazetted in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal. Trades and 


Occupations. 
1902. 1901. 1902. 1901. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted 825 830 2421 | 2,502 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| 
tions :-— 
Builders ooo ove ove oa 14 162 176 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c.... .. «.| 18 23 160 180 
Farmers oe eve ove ose il 6 100 97 
Bakers eve ote ove ove eee ll 3 76 56 
Butchers... ove ove ove 5 8 73 81 
Decorators, painters, plumbers,éc, ... «.| 10 9 70 62 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers ...) 10 11 64 63 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. 9 58 49 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&e. ... 6 56 83 
9 11 38 56 
Fishmongers, poulterers,&c. 2 9 33 39 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 

&c. ooo ooo eve ooo oo 4 5 32 28 
Carriers, carmen, and hauliers... 2 2 28 29 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... 3 3 26 19 
ee 5 6 26 28 
Generaldealers 2 8 25 18 
Clerks, commercial and general... —... 4 2 24 24 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants onl 

Carpentersand joiners 3 23 19 
Agents, commission and general Sa. ees 2 1 23 37 
Confectioners ose ooo ove 4 8 22 29 
Auctioneers 3 3 22 27 
Engineers and founders,féc. 2 6 20 83 
Travellers, commercial 5 20 26 
Carriage, &c., builders... 2 19 PE | 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers 1 5 19 22 


| 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 


say | 
1902. | 1901. | 1902. | 1901. 
tions—continued : 
Merchants, general... 5 19 16 
Provision merchants, &c. ... eee 1 5 19 22 
Saddlers and harness maker8 8 1 19 12 
Furniture dealers and makers... eee 3 18 27 
Directors and promoters of public companies ... 3 Fs 17 6 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses ... 5 17 11 
Printers, booksellers, and publishers ... «.- 2 1 16 12 
Clothiers, outfitters, ... 3 2 16 14 
Architects and surveyors 3 16 6 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c, 2 16 14 
} Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors ‘a. stasis? 3 15 16 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. dea 14 15 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers ili 4 2. 12 17 
Timber merchants and wood dealers... ...| 3 1 12 9 
Restaurant, coffee and 3 12 19 
Cattle and pigdealers 2 1 10 7 
Gardeners, florists, &c, 1 10 15 
Contractors 2 1 10 10 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, dc, .. ... 2 8 9 17 
Lodging-house keepers... 1 9 8 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers} — 3 9 22 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers...) — x 9 9 
Officersin Army .. 1 1 9 9 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... ...| — 5 8 13 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c.... 2 8 8 
Hosiers, glovers, &c, eee ove 2 7 11 
Milliners, dreesmakers, &c, 1 7 17 
Brokers, stock and share 1 6 7 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants ie 1 2 4 7 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c. ... 2 _ 3 7 
Fishing smack owners, and masters’... 2 5 
j Cotton spinners and manofacturers .. «| 


282 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Aug. 7, 1902. 


GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of June, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statement of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) and, in the second volume details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
' articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 
This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 


of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 15th ult. :—State 
of the Labour Market in June; Recent Labour Legislation in 
Western Australia; Profit-sharing in 1901-2; International Con- 
gresses at Diisseldorf ; Recent Conciliation and Arbitration Cases ; 
Legal Cases affecting Labour, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


Sugar production: 
since 1875. 

Other agriculture: coffee, 
tobacco, rice, quinine, &c. 

Increased shipments of tea 
and kapok. 

Abolition of export duty on 
coffee and 


figures 


Java, 1901. 

Production of tin, petroleum 
and coal. 

Railways and long distance 
telephones. 

Tables of sugar exports and 
of Government coffee exports, 
as well as sulphate of quinine 
sales, and tenders of Billiton 
tin at Batavia. 
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Government Publications. 


No. 2,864. South Italy, 1901. 


New industries. 

Sheffield trade and proposal 
to open a British selling com- 
pany in Italy. 

Competition of French fish, 
dried in France and bounty-fed, 
with British Newfoundland and 
Labrador fish. 


Emigration from the pro- 
vince of Basilicata. 

Establishment of a laboratory 
at Naples Customs House for 
testing spirit to avoid sending 
samples to Rome. 


This report also contains returns from Gioja Tauro, Barletta, 


Bari, Castellamare and Salerno. 


No. 2,865. Province of Lecce, 1901. 


Gradual decrease of cereal 
cultivation and increase of viti- 
culture. 

Figures of wine and olive 
oil exports. 

Diminution in deposits and 
savings banks accounts. In- 


creased amount of breadstuffs 
purchased from without. 

Steamship services at Brin- 
disi. 

Coal imports there. 

Table of principal articles 
of export and import for two 
years at the said port. 


This publication also contains returns from Otranto, Gallipoli, 
and Taranto, and a short report from last-named place. 


No. 2,866. Senegal and Dependencies, 1901. 


Increase in imports and de- 
crease in exports, increase in 
imports being attributed partly 
to the yellow fever epidemic of 
1900 having held back goods‘ 
that year. 


Imports of cola-nuts from 
Sierra Leone. 

Table of exports of ground- 
nuts, gum, and rubber. 

Table of Custom and octroi 
duties. 

Steamer communication. 


No. 2,867. Port Said and Suez, 1901. 


Increase in frozen meat trade 
from Australia at Port Said. 

Imports of cattle and sheep 
there from Cyprus. 

Suez Canal traffic. 

Increased trade at Suez. 

Number of vessels taking 
liquid fuel from Shell Com- 
pany’s tanks there. 


Intended establishment of a 
company to work a concession 
for supplying electric light, 
erecting ice machinery and cold 
storage, and importing cattle 
for slaughtering purposes, at 
Suez. 
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Government Publications. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Board of Trade. Memorandum on the Comparative Statistics of 
Population, Industry and Commerce of the United Kingdom and some 
leading foreign countries. [Cd.1,199.] Price 54d. 


This memorandum contains the results of an examination of the 
statistics relating to the trade of the United Kingdom and of 
France, Germany, and the United States in recent years, with a 
view to supplementing and bringing up to date the information 
contained in a similar memorandum issued in 1897 (British and 
Foreign Trade—Memorandum [C.—8,322]. Price 6d.) The con- 
clusions now arrived at do not differ materially from those stated 
in the earlier Return, viz., that whilst the United Kingdom is 
still ahead of Germany and the United States in its power of 
manufacture for export, those countries, beginning from a lower 
level, are travelling upwards more rapidly than the United King- 
dom, which occupies a higher eminence. 

Various statistical tables dealing with the foreign trade of 
various countries are appended to the memorandum. 


The Journal of the Board of Agriculture. 


This publication contains information as to the position of 
agriculture at home and abroad, crop prospects in foreign countries, 
and further particulars obtained from foreign and colonial reports, 
Diplomatic and Consular Despatches, and other sources of 
intelligence accessible to the department ; together with notes on 
dairying, fruit farming, poultry rearing, and other rural industries. 
Short descriptions of noxious insects and fungi, with appropriate 
remedies; information relating to wild birds useful to agriculture ; 
statements of the quantities and values of agricultural produce 
imported and exported ; and records of the current prices of grain, 
meat, dairy products, fruit, and vegetables, are given in each 
number. 


Aug. 7, 1902.] 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


Government Publications. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet-Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price No. Place, Price 
EUROPE— 2751 Prussian Estimates for 
2852 | Austria-Hungary ...1901/ 1 2745 | Samoa ... $d. 
2857 | Bohemia | 572 | Higher, Middle and Lower' 
2762 | Trieste ... we ae @. | aa Schools of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. 
573 | Su i report on 
B H y mical Instruction and 
2827 | Bulgaria coe oo 24d. Chemical Industries in 
Germany wo ane Ld. 
Denmark: 574 | Prussian Railways | 3d, 
2739 1d. || 575 | German Iron trade in 1900) 
2829 | Denmark 1901) 3d. 1901 ... oo one] 
France and Colonies: 
2817 | Bordeaux coo Greece: 
2805 | Brest ... ov soe yy | 1d. || 2788 | Cyclades +1901) 1d. 
2768 | Calais ... oes soe yy | 23d,]) 2800 | Ionian Islands... ooo - 
2806 | Cherbourg owe yy | 2d. || 2760 | Morea ... ove os | 
2784 | Corsica ... coe yy | 1d. |) 2775 | Pirsous ... ooo coo | 108. 
2808 | Dunkirk ooo eee | 1d. || 2764 | Thessaly | 
2787 | France +--1900) 3d. || 576 Mineral Resources of Greece\1044, 
2834 Indo-China ...1901| 1d. 
2821 | Hamburg ac | 
2754 | Havre ... coo | 
4> 2855 Marwilles soe | 2801 | Elba... 1900-01) 1d. 
Nice... » | 1d. || 2865 | Lecce Province | 
2823 and Kari- 2809 | Leghorn oe | 
kal eee yy | ld, || 2773 | Lombardy... woo » | 1d. 
2815 Réunion... pp | Ld. || 2744 | ( Naples 1 
2866 | Senegal... | 1d, |, 2864 | South Italy Gupple- 
mentary) . qeo | 
2838 Sardinia eee re ” ld. 
German Empire and Colonies: 
2816 | Baden ... 1d. MWetherlands and Colonies: 
2783 | Bavaria... . ... yp | 2761 | Amsterdam ... +1901) 1d. 
2769 | Chemnitz | 44. || 2863 | Java... gp | 
2851 | Frankfort-on-Main .... ,, | 4d. 
2758 | German Colonial Estimates Portugal and Colonies: 
for 1902... 14d.}| 2799 | Beira... ose 14d. 
2790 | German Colonies ...1900-01| 2d. || 2861 —- was ooo gp | 188. 
2819 | German East Africa...1901| 1}d.| 2794 dad id. 
2845 | Germany a coo 9p | 2812 Marques ...1 ld. 
2748 | Estimates of German Em- || 2846 | Mozambique ... +1901) 1d. 
pire for1902_.. «.| 1d, | 2746 | Portugal 14d, 
2774 Pomerania... 1901) 3$d.| 2812 | Tete... ose +1901) 1d, 
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No. Place. Price | No Place. Price 
| 
Russia: | Vere Cran 
92. era Cruz «1901; 13d. 

2743 | Odessa (Supplement). -1900} 1d. AMERICA, CENTRAL— 

2750 »  (Agriculture)...1901| 1}d.|| 2776 | Costa Rica... .1901| 1d. 

2810 | Poland and Lithuania ,, | 24d.|| 2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and 

St. Petersburg... ... | 33d. 1900-01] 34. 

2842 | Taganrog 

AMERICA, SOUTH— 
: Argentine Republic: 
2757 | Servia 1900, 1901! 1d, || 2767 | Buenos 901] 2d, 
2793 | Rosario... 

2856 | Barcelona ---1901| 3d. Brazil : 

2780 | Cadiz ... | 2d. || 2844 | Para --.1901| 4d. 

2830 | Canary Islands » | 1}d.|| 2814 | Pernambuco ... 

2771 | Corunna 95 | 2859 | Porto Alegre gp | 

2824 | Malaga... » | 8d. || 2740 | Sergipe... ...  ...1900| la. 

2778 | Stockholm ... ++-1901) 23d.|| 2753 | Coquimbo «-.1900| 1d. 
Turkey : Colombia: Republic of 

2785 | Aleppo and Adana ...1901) 2d. || 2747 | Colombia (excepting 

2836 | Beirut . | Panama) ... ...1901| 144. 

283] Bengazi... eee 1900-01) 13d. 

2835 | Bussorah 1901) Peru: 

2813 | Constantinople 99 | 2807 | Peru 1901} 24d. 

2832 | Damascus ose co | 

2792 | Erzeroum gy | Uruguay: 

2822 | Palestine oss | 1d. || 2847 | Uruguay 1901) 13d. 

2854 | Smyrna... | 

2766 Trebizond ld, 

578 | Trade and Economic State 2833 | Caracas... ...1901) 1d. 
of Vilayet of Tripoli 2772 | Ciudad Bolivar. 
during the past 40 years...| 1d. 

ASIA— 
AFRICA— China: 

577 | Agricultural Prospects of | Amoy ... ..' «2001/42 
the Plateaua of the Uganda) 2862 | Canton... 
Railway .. 1d. || 2797 | Chin-kiang... 

2791 | Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901| 2d. || 2738 | Foochow coo oe 1900) 14, 

2818 | Independent State of 2850 -1901] 1d. 

ngo ld. || 2795 | Hankow 1 

2867 | Port Said and Suez 2828 
(Egypt) 1d. | 2804 Ningpo...  ... » | Id. 

2742 | Somali Coast Protectorate, 2779 Samshui_ ld. 

1900-01) 2d, || 2741 | Ssumao and Mengtse.. 1900] 1d. 

2787 | Tangier (Morocco) ...1901/ 2d, | 2839 | Swatow... —.... ..1901} 1d. 

2840 | Wuchow “gt | 
United States of America: 

2755 | Baltimore 24d. Japan: 

2759 | Charleston 5, | 23d.) 2789 | Japan... 1901) 2d. 

2763 | Chicago ees | 2796 | South Formosa... 1900-01) 2d. 

2837 | Hawaii .. gy | 1d. || 2841 | Yokohama 1901} 14d. 

2752 | New Orleans ... coe gy | 20. | . 

2781 | New York oe wn 3d. | Korea: 

2858 | Oregon, Washington, | 2849 | Korea ... -1901| 33d. 
and Idaho States ... ,, | 3d. | 

2798 | Philadelphia . ove gy | 24. | Persia: 

2749 | Portland (Maine) ... ,, | 2d. | 2803 | Persian Gulf ane 24d. 

2826 | Porto Rico... gy | 

2825 | San Francisco... vee gy | 240.) PACIFIC ISLANDS— 

2770 | Texas... | 29d.) 2848 PFriendly Islands .-1901] 1d. 


I 
[ 
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Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 


The follo numbers of the Treaty Series issued since the Ist January, 
1902, may tained from the sources 


No. | Price. 
Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 ool! 4s 
General Index to the Treaty Series, 1897-1901 oe 3d, 


to China and Corea... 4d. 
Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... eee 1d. 
Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 
ing the system of telegraphic communication between 


1 
2 
3 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Japan relative 
4 
5 


Europe and India through Persia... 1d, 
6 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 

relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 

Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans... 4d. 
7 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium for the 

mutual surrender of fugitive criminals _... ose 


8 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika.. 61d. 
9 Agreement relative to the exchange of Money Orders between 


the United Kingdom and Belgium ... 4d. 
10 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France Tespect- 

ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... 4d. 
11 Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 


States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property ... id. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The ci Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, H.C. :— 


Annual. 

No. Place. Price. 
346 Northern Nigeria ese coe | 1s. 10d, 
347 British Solomon Islands ose ove | Lad. 
350 St. Vincent... ate ase 2d. 
352 Cocos Islands... | bd. 
Cyprus ove ood oo 8d. 
353 Southern Nigeria ose | ad. 
354 Bermuda ove ove ode | 
355 Gambia ad des jae 2d. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


‘The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increas- 
ing demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, 
so far as it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish 
this new branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recom. 
mendations contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee com- 
posed not only of representatives of the various Government Departments 
concerned, but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, 
which was appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was re- 
quested to consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and 
of disseminating among those interested prompt and accurate information _ 
a commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, 
and the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become 
a centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, 
it is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may 
be addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who 
recently acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into 
the condition and prospects of British trade in certain South American 
countries. The “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application 
being made to it, to supply information with regard to the following sub- 
jects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and 
Colonial Tariffs; Excise and “ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and 
Tonnage dues, and other charges on Shipping; Customs Kegulations; 
Consular Fees; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers; Trading Licenses; Foreign and Colonial Con- 
tracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists of Firms 
abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, c., Se. 
An inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general in- 
formation is conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close 
of 1899, was issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly 
at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary — C. 8,962 ef 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 


Spottiswoode’s offi 


ce for sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
Loogon, K.C., price 234. 


| 


